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PREFACE

These Work Papers are being produced in two series by the Summer
Institute of Linguistics, Australian Aborigines Branch, Inc. in order
to make results of SIL research in Australia more widely available.
Series A includes technical papers on linguistic or anthropological
analysls and description, or on |iteracy research. Series B contains
material suitable for a broader audience, including the lay audience
for which it is often designed, such as language learning lessons and
dictionaries.

Both series include both reports on current research and on past
research projects. Some papers by ofther than SIL members are included,
al though most are by SiL fleld workers. The majority of material con-
cerns linguistic matters, although related fields such as anthropology
and education are also included.

Because of the preliminary nature of most of fthe material +to
appear in the Work Papers, these volumes are belng circulated on a

limited basis. It is hoped that their contents will prove of inferest
to those concerned with linguistics in Australia, and that comment on
their contents will be forthcoming from the readers. Papers should

not be reproduced without the authors! consent, nor cited without due
reference to their preliminary status.

Views expressed by the authors are not necessarily those of SIL.

The publication of this book was facilitated by a grant from the
Australian Aborigines Branch Research Fund of the Summer Institute of
Linguistics,

To order Individual volumes of the Work Papers, or fto place a
standing order for either series, write:

SIL

.0, Berrimah
Darwin, N.T. 5788
Australia

G. L. Huttar
Series Editor






INTRODUCTION TO
SERIES A VOLUME 2

The papers In this volume are descriptions of aspects of the lwaidja
language. Part | contains papers on the phonology and Part || papers on
The grammar.

The language is classified by Wurm (1972:113), following 0'Grady,
Voegelin and Voegelin (1966:29) as constituting the Wargbi Subgroup of
the lwaidjic Group of the lwaidjan Family. lwaidja is spoken by about
120 people on Croker Island and by about a further 50 at Coombe Point
and Merganelia on the adjacent mainland, and at Snake Bay on Melville
Island, all in the Northern Territory.

Language data used in these papers was collected under the auspices
of the Summer Institute of Linguistics during 1973-75 and 1977. Various
lwaidja peoplte served as teachers in providing this data. Grateful
acknowledgment 1s glven to Elsie Indibu, Ada Magurulu, Rae Girribug,
Hazel Mamiya, Joy Malwagga and Illyjilly,

Thanks are also due fto Kenneth L. Pike, Marvin M, Mayers, Robert E.

Longacre and George L. Huttar for their consultant help.

Noreen Pym

Bonnie M, Larrimore
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THE PHONEMES OF IWAIDJA

1. THE PHONEME
lwaidja has 20 consconants and 3 vowels,

The consonants consist of 5 stops, 1 fricative, 5 nasals, 4 lat-
erals, 3 rhotics (r-sounds), and two semi-consonants. The active
articulators are the tongue tip for the apico-alveolar and retroflexed
series, and the tongue blade for the tamino-palatal series.

Apico- Lamino- Retro-
Bilabial Alveolar Palatal flex Velar
Stop b d q d
Fricative g
Nasal m n ] 0 n
| Flap Flap
Lateral Lo f I
Rhotic E roF
Semi~
Consonant W Y

The vowels contrast as to front, central and back tongue positions.

Front Central Back

1.1 CONSONANTS
Stops and Fricative.
Stops tend to vary from voiced +o voiceless in all positions but

the volced form is more common. Aspiration can occur on the voiceless
variants in word initial and final positions. Stops are often voiceless

- and unreleased before another stop. The fricative is usually lenis.

The retrofiexed stop is found medially and finally. All other
stops are found initially, medially and finally. The fricative is found
only medially. ‘



Confrasts can be seen in the followingssefs of examples:

Word iniffél:

Word medial:

Word final:

Nasals.

/eufan/
/duwa/
/qura/
/quwa/
/babam/
/galadal*/
/galagal’/
/madan/
/dalagarag/
/mulaga/
/qimugbab/
/mannulunbad/
Jubag/
/yitwadbad/
/mafidawag/

'big!
tJust!
'paper!

'true!

"father's mother!

tflower!
lear!

tedible grub!
'fish spear!
'hermit crab!
'nlace name'
'sawdust!
'fresh water!
'taipan'
'knife!

The retrofiexed nasal Is found medially and finally., A!ll other
nasals are found initially, medially and finally.

Contrasts can be seen in the foliowing sets of examples:

Word initial: /magamaga/ "father's sister!

/nagi/ Ydog!
/fia/ ‘here, take it!
/nabi/ o

Word medial: /gulumagan/ . thip!
/gqunag/ ' tcamp!
/wufiatt/ 'bad cold!
/qunag/ "name
/qunaii/ : Ysmoke!

Word final: Jwllam/ 'bark canoe'
/butan/ '{rom!



/malafi/ Twhy?!
/yitan/ 'mangrove!
/butan/ big!

Laterals.

The alveolar lateral and the alveolar lateral! flap are found word
initially. All laterals are found medially, but only the alveolar lat-
eral and the retroflexed lateral are found finally,

Contrasts can be seen In the following sets of examples:

Word initjial: /lama/ 'shovel nose spear!
/ia/ Yand!

Word medial: /galugu/ Ycoconut!

' /ga?qigaﬁin/ 'she recompenses'

/galu/ 'no!
/ga{u?i/ 'meat’
/guttambalg/ Thouse'!
/gutambalg/ Yyour(pl) armpits!

Word final: /anbalt/ thair!

/mayubal/ Tyam type'

Rhotics and Semi-Consonants.

Only the retrofiexed rhotic, /r/, occurs word initialtly, all
rhotics occur medially and only the aplco-ailveolar rhotic occurs
finally. The semi-consonants occur only syllable initial.

Contrasts can be seen In the followlng sets of examples:

Rhotics.
Word initial: /ra®/ 'his cheek’
Word medial: /matufi/ | ‘cabbage paim'
/maru/ 'who?!
/matufi/ 'bandicoot!

Word final: /galgbi®/ "shell!



Semi-Consonants.

Word initial:

Word medial:

1.2 VOWELS
The three

Word initiai:

Word medial:

Word final;

/wilgal "tree type!
[yiltgi/ "'place name'
/gquwa/ "true!

/guyag/ 'sick!

vowels contrast as shown in the foilowing sets of examples:

/itati/ 'star fish!
/atabagi/ "tick killer!
/urfagag/ 'place name!
/gindi/ "how?!

/gandagig/ 'kangaroo!
/gundaman/ "fril neck lizard!
/gani/ there!

/gama/ 'big toe!

/gamu/ ‘ 'mother!

The allophones of each vowe!, together with a phonetic descripfion;

are as follows:

/i/ 0 [i:]

[1]
[e]

/a/ fai]

[2]

[a"]

Lengthened voliced high close front unrounded vowel.
Occurs before lamino-palatals. /wagig/ [wagi:q]
'finger nail! :

Voiced high close front unrounded vowel. Occurs in all
other vowe! positions, /qigh/ [gigi] 'tooth!

Voiced mld close front unrounded vowel. Occurs only word
fnitial and is rare. /i:/ [e]l ~[e:] ~ [o?] 'ves',

Voiced vowel gliding from tow close central to high front
osition. OQccurs before lamino-palatals. /maﬁi?/
Fma'ﬁi:q] tsun' '

Voiced low close front unrounded vowel. Occurs following
lamino-palatails except utterance final, in fluctuation with
[a]. /Aaran/ [feran] ~ [faran] 'l came’

Voiced vowel gliding from low close central +o high back
position. Occurs preceding /w/ in fluctuation with [a].
/mawala/ [malYwala] ~ [mawalal ‘'water lily'



[a]
o/ Tul
[o]

[u]

Voiced low close central unrounded vowel. Occurs in all
other vowel positions. /abanaman/ [abanaman]
'They'l} bring 11!

Voiced vowel gliding from high back to high front posi-
tion. Occurs preceding lamino-palatals. /gudun/
[gulquq] 'white ochre!

VYoiced mid close back rounded vowel. Occurs foliowing
velars in fluctuation with [uv). /nugug/ [nogogl ~
[ougug] ‘owl type'

Yoiced high open back rounded vowel, Occurs in all
other vowel positions. /utubulu/ [ulubulu] ‘'mother's
brother!

2. DISTRIBUTION

2.1 THE SYLLABLE -

There are five syllable types in lwaidja which are distributed as

follows:

Word Word Word
Initial Medlal Final
v
VC
Ccv Y cy
CvVC CvC Cve
cvee CvCe CVCC

Except in reduplicated words, two CVCC syllables cannot occur in

any one word,

There is no restriction on CV or CVC syllables.

Two and three syllable words are the most common. Four and five
syl lable words are quite common. The few one syllable words are al!
in common everyday use. The longest word found is eight syllables.

v v
/nad.ba.lag.bu.lag.ban.gi.lin/ 'we' Il discuss it!

Examples of syllable types are shown below:

oy /a.1ig/ 'spear!

ove. /al.ba/ ‘play"



cv /ba/ o "that!

/ma.qgi/ _ tdog!
/gu.qa.li/ "fire!
/ma.da.mu. | i.fa/ "tree type!
Gve /gal/ . 'kurrajong tree'
/ban.bal/ Yflat!
/gan.buq.bin/ 'sunset!
/mam,bad.bun.qun/ 'he opened it!
CcvCce /muig/ "fly(linsect)!
/maln.ga/ tquail!
/qu. ¥am.balg/ thouse!
/na.marg.ban/ "I''m happy'

2.2 THE PHONEME
(i) In the word.
All vowels may occur in any position in the word.

In word initial position the following consconants do not occur:

/41, lef, Ind, IV, IV, TR, 1EL.

tn word final position the following consonants do not occur:

/al, i1, 17, It T, I, I/

(i1) In the syllable.

Excepting as stated above, all consonants may occur as the initial
C of a CY or CVC syliable, and all except /7, /T/ /w/, /y/ and
/g8/ as the fina! C of a CVC syllable.

In the CVCC syllable, the initlal C may be any consonant, but the
tillers of the cluster are very restricted. Only /1/, /|/, /¥/ and
/r/ occur in the first position and only /g/ and /n/ in the second.
Thus the GVCC patterns are restricted to CVlig, CVlg, CVrg, CVrg and
CVIn. The patterns, Cvin, CVrn arnd CVrQ have not yet been found




(i1i) Across syllable boundaries.

The CC clusters found to occur across syllable boundaries are
chown in the fable below. The COC clusters are /lgb/, /lgb/, /Fgb/,
/tgb/ and /ing/.

b d ¢ d g § m n f n 0 r Eow
b
d | db dm dn
g | gb gw
¢ |
g | @b gfi
|
m | mb
n | nb nd ng nm ng
A ] fb fig fig Am
n|nb n¢g ng
n{ nb ng am o nn
I Ib lq g 1g im In In Tw
v
|
| 4 s Im v
v
!
r| rq g rg *n Fw
L rg rm
v v v
r £m o
W
Y







